Abstract: China's phenomenal economic development since 1979 has caught the attention and envy of the rest of the world. 500 million Chinese have been lifted out of poverty since then.
Introduction
The meteoric resurgence of China in the 21 st Century is epochal in itself. Moreover, it has come at a time when Europe is struggling with its sustainability. Whether China's development is sustainable will have far-reaching ramifications for the rest of the world, including Europe. Therefore, it is all the more important for us to predict the sustainability of China's development and determine a strategy for global partnership.
CHINA'S METEORIC DEVELOPMENT OVER THE LAST THREE DECADES:
Appendix 1 shows that China's per capita GDP has grown 23.3x since the inception of its modernization campaign in 1979 to now. (Statistics from Austria, Singapore and Slovakia are included for the purpose of comparison.) The significance of this development is that 500 million people have been lifted out of poverty in 30 years. This is a phenomenal achievement in human history.
On a broader scale and considering China has a population of 1.3 billion people, this development is titanic in total output. It has become the second largest national economy in the world and is projected to become the largest in two years' time in 2016! 4 China's foreign reserves rose to a record U$3.66 trillion in the third quarter of 2013. 5 This development has profound ramifications for the rest of the world because of China's new found influence on global politics and finances. A crucial discussion is whether China can sustain this rate of growth and will it be good for the rest of the world.
Simply looking at China's per capita GDP and her growth trend, 6 one can tell that China still has a vast growth potential ahead of her. However, this growth potential while extremely lucrative is not without significant challenges.
OBSTACLES TO CHINA'S SUSTAINABILITY:
Just as China's development over the last three decades has been eye-catching, the price it pays for it has been equally if not more news-worthy. The author will list a few prominent ones to show the extent and gravity of China's present improbable sustainability.
Corruption
That this is the number one obstacle to China's sustainability is well attested by the priority placed upon the fight against corruption by various Chinese Administrations in the last fifteen years. President Xi has made it his crusade to eradicate corruption at all levels of government. In his first nine months as President, 108,000 officials were punished for corruption.
7 From a financial standpoint, corruption costs China a whopping 10% of its annual GDP. 8 U$3.72 trillion has left China in the last ten years despite restrictive fund movement policies.
9 (Note that this figure is greater than its total foreign reserves.) This massive movement can be explained by mistrust in the system as well as ill-gotten gains seeking safer havens.
Environmental Issues:
While corruption is detrimental to Chinese people, environmental issues as a result of China's development have grievous immediate consequences for the rest of the world. According to Environmental 16 of the global market, outstripping Japan and USA along the way).
Social Disparities:
China's economic growth is not shared evenly. Its economic inequality as measured by the GINI coefficient is 0.473 in 2013 17 . Some rise in inequalities is to be expected as China has adopted a market-driven system. But these social inequalities are also caused by policy decisions such as restrictions on rural-urban migration, poor health and educational facilities for rural areas and certain landlocked regions. These inequalities are seriously exacerbated by corruption mentioned above. The ruling Communist Party earned its mandate on a platform of absolute social equality and it has continued to project this image since it came to power in 1949. As such, along with the problem of corruption, social disparities can easily trigger mass movements of dissent which may ultimately destabilize a nation of 1.3 billion people.
Aging Population:
China as a society will have the highest proportion of aged people by 2030 according to a study conducted by China Academy of Social Sciences.
18 And the rate of aging will intensify. The report says that by 2050, senior citizens above 60 will make up 30 per cent of the entire population! A major contributor to this phenomenon is China's one-child policy. 19 According to the same report, China's demographic dividend will peak in 2013 and gradually decrease from there. The increasingly aged population will slow GDP per capita growth and asset accumulation while at the same time demanding greater public funding in terms of health and elderly care.
These are just four of the main obstacles to China's sustainability. They are formidable by themselves. No doubt, solutions to these challenges will come from viable policies founded on science, technology and innovations. However, it is the position of this author that science and technology alone will not overcome these challenges. A parallel movement may be the solution.
A SIMULTANEOUS MEGA DEVELOPMENT:
While China's economic development has been well publicized, a parallel and equally massive movement is that of the number of Chinese who consider religion to be a part of their lives. 20 As China has modernized, a significant number of Chinese have left Atheistic Communism to em-13 China is one of the countries most adversely affected by desertification which encompasses about 30% of its land mass and losing about 3,600 sq km of grassland each year. Desertification affects about 400 million Chinese c/f http://www.fao.org/docrep/w7539e/w7539e03.htm 14 For example, of all the critically endangered species listed by Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 25% are found in China, http://www.cites.org/eng/app/appendices.php 15 The Chinese government in a departure from previous policy has official acknowledged the existence of cancer villages, http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-08/08/content_16878735.htm 16 http://business.time.com/2014/02/13/despite-slowdown-the-cult-of-luxury-grows-in-china/ 17 http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20140120-700094.htmlbrace tradition faith, particularly that of Protestant Christian beliefs 21 . When the Communist Party took power over the whole country in 1949, it was estimated that there were fewer than 1 million Chinese Christians of various denominations. Over the next two decades, especially during the Cultural Revolution from 1966 to 1976 the government used various means to suppress all forms of religious beliefs and practices, especially towards the Christian faith because it was deemed "foreign". These oppressive efforts have failed and may have even inadvertently spurred the masses towards the Christian belief system. Most of this growth comes from unregistered "house churches". 22 Since they are not registered and not regulated, it is not easy to determine the exact number of Chinese Christians. Estimates vary from 70 to 200 million. For the purpose of this paper, I will use the figures published by Harvest Asia which is a total of 105 million Chinese Christians or 7.71% as of 2011.
23 (Another creditable estimate puts it at 115 million or 8.6% of total population in 2010. 25 This mega movement is a significant predictor of China's future because Christians are already its most homogenous social group. As a social group, it is informed by a common book (the Bible) which provides for them a set of common values and beliefs. Just as the increase of the Christian population in the Roman Empire in the first few centuries in the Common Era had shaped Europe, so will this movement in modern China determine its future.
26
21 Please examine the "active ingredients" rather than be caught up with the Protestant "label". Same as I will reference Max Weber's work on the "Protestant Work Ethics". 22 A Chinese House Church is an informal but regular gathering of Chinese Christians quite like Christian gatherings in the first two centuries. They meet in homes or offices usually without paid staff and they do not have institutional affiliations. When the number of attendees outruns the available space or when authorities interfere, these groups will simply multiply into more gatherings at new places. http://asiaharvest.org/wp-content/themes/asia/docs/christians-in-china/China.htm Go to the home page of Harvest Asia to see their methodology on how they arrive at their numbers. 24 
VALUES AS A PREDICTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY:
While science and technology had given Western economies a distinct advantage over the rest of the world since the Industrial Revolution, the recent economic crises have led some to discuss other predictors and contributors to sustainability. One of these notions is that of sustainable values. Some have argued that spirituality is fundamental to the Common Good. 27 If it is true that a corporate culture will determine the viability of an organization, then it is reasonable that the culture of a nation will determine its sustainability.
Consequences of Monotheism:
Rodney Stark is a social scientist who has written 30 books and more than 140 scholarly articles on the sociology of religion. Through his work, One True God: Historical Consequences of Monotheism 28 he explains how and why the three monotheistic faiths, i.e. Jewish, Christian and Muslim have such immense power to unite and to divide. He shows how these great monotheisms shaped the past and created the modern world. Philosopher and author Os Guinness said, "Far from scandalous and dangerous, as some have charged, belief in 'one true God' is the most influential and innovative belief in all human history."
29 Monotheism has the power to unite 21 st Century Chinese and to give them a purpose for the common good. This is the stabilizing factor which the government is desperately seeking.
Consequences of House Groups:
The Chinese House Churches are formed and multiplied much like the beehives. There is not a master-plan with little external influences. They are formed and multiplied spontaneously as millions of Chinese are attracted to the spiritual, social, emotional and psychological benefits of gathering in a small group on a regular basis. These small groups become viable communities which can support and enhance their macro society. They will and already are addressing the social inequalities mentioned above albeit on a micro level. However, when these micro efforts are given a chance to express itself on a national level, they will exert a macro impact. An anecdotal illustration of this was the aftermath of the 7.9 earthquake which hit Sichuan Province in May 2008. About 70,000 people died and another 18,000 went missing. Chinese Christians by the thousands acted immediately through locally organized disaster relief teams. Their spontaneous relief efforts were instrumental in helping vast areas of Sichuan to recover quickly. There is a second implication to this shift in values. Historically, nations which have generally espoused Protestant Ethics are least corrupt. Appendix 2 shows the 2013 Global Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI). The 17 least corrupt nations have all generally espoused Protestant Ethics including Singapore, Barbados and Hong Kong which were all former British Colonies. These least corrupt nations are also most competitive and viable economies in the world. China is ranked 80 in this Index and has a serious problem of corruption (a score of 50 and below indicates a serious problem). This author predicts that Protestant Christian influence will alleviate the problem of corruption in China in time to come.
Consequences of Global Networking:
This mega cultural shift has advantages for China not only internally but also externally. Cultural differences are a major hindrance to global exchanges. With this shift, Chinese will have a common language, a common set of values and newfound platforms to network with the rest of the world, especially in the dynamic regions of the world such as Africa and Central America where the same religious developments are happening. A common value system builds trust and provides vital and viable bridges for international exchanges. Informal relationships build on a shared value system provide a highly efficient system for economic and other international exchanges that is second to none. The following map shows the global distribution of Christians by province in 2010.
32 From this map we can see how China is now integrated into the global village through the Christian faith as never before.
31 For definition, see http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/479867/Protestant-ethic See also Max Weber's The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Germany, 1905. As before, please look beyond the label to look at the "active ingredients" studied by Weber. 32 Atlas of Global Christianity, pp 58-59.
CONCLUSION:
China will continue to grow because of its enormous growth potential. External factors such as the financial crisis of 2008/2009 are not as threatening to China as its internal challenges such as corruption, environmental issues, social disparities and a rapidly aging population. While any of one of these will shipwreck China's sustainability, a parallel transformation is happening in China. Though this movement is opposed by the government, it may be the best help it can get. This movement is the spontaneous and explosive growth of acceptance of biblical values especially within small viable communities. In this paper the author has merely summarized how this movement can provide a soft landing for China. At the same time, we can see great opportunities for the rest of the world because of this mega shift. This author proposes that this the most significant and positive way to engage China in the near future.
